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He experienced no difficulty in making people who
are themselves still but little inclined to Christianity
believe all he wished. The prohibitions and threats
did not prevent there being 50 persons present on
the following day from the village of the Peonareoua,
with some Kaskaskia—as well as the girl, who
exposed herself to ill treatment, had her father met
her. He sent a spy to see whether any ‘persons
entered the chapel; and, being surprised to find so
many people there, he caused to be proclaimed in the
village that it was strange that the chiefs were not
obeyed, since, notwithstanding their prohibition,
many people had entered the chapel: that therefore
they must not be surprised if he ill-treated those who
persisted in going there. Those who govern the
young women and the grown girls of Peonareoua told
me that they would come to prayers in the evening,
and that [ was not to announce them in the village.
I replied that, if I failed to do so, I would lead the
savages to believe that I feared the prohibitions and
the threats that had been made; and that those who
had courage would obey me. They came, in fact,
of their own accord to the chapel in the evening;
but I nevertheless made the usual announcement. I
was told from various cabins to cease my call, and
that no one would go to the chapel to pray to God,

because the chiefs forbade it. ‘‘ Let no one go forth
from the lodges,’’ they said; ‘‘ you are forbidden to
pray.’”” ‘‘Call out very loudly,”” another said to

me; ‘‘ who will obey you?’’ In fact, no one came
out; and there were only some little girls present
who made a long detour to avoid those who barred
the way, and came to join those who awaited me at
the door of the chapel. The daughter of the chief
of the Kaskaskia came also, and there were only 30



